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Introduction 

The disease is caused by the nematode Aphelenchoides ritsema-bosi and also by frost. Yield losses of 10-30% 
due to false bud disease infection and frost have been reported

Symptoms

•	 Rapid death of stem several inches below the 
dead bud.

•	 Bending of the dead stem to produce a 
‘Shepherd’s crook’ appearance

Management

Integrated management of false bud disease is the 
combination of strategies to control causal agents. If 
frost is the cause, use sprinkler irrigation on young 
plants;   if nematodes are implicated, apply a combination 
of the management strategies outlined below:   

Cultural practices

•	 Practise crop rotation with crops in the grass 
family for 4-6 seasons 

•	 Prevent surface runoff to avoid spread of the 
pest to non-infected areas 

•	 Uproot and burn affected plants

•	 Carry out soil solarization by exposing soil 
to high temperatures during dry months.
  

Chemical control

•	 Use biopesticides such as Achook, 
Nimbecidine or Trianum P according to the 
manufacturers’ recommendations.
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